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Online Knowledg
ection

The online knowledge collection lives on conjoint
creation by the editorial team and its users. Inputs ori-
ginating from INNSULA research stand next to contri-
ions of the active community. Everyone is welcome
share their knowledge on initiatives and projects
hin the project fact sheet collection, the expert lists,
istration related information and contacts, as
inks and contacts to international experts and
Iso research projects, institutions, scientists
build a part of the knowledge and database.
al team is in charge for quality control and
cy. Common objective is to make the online
n an up to date, vivid and relevant tool for
d knowledge between initiatives, active gardeners,
administration and research.

Visit the online knowledge collection at
www.stadtacker.net (from 07/2012 on)

INNSULA is a research project of the Leibniz-Centre for Agricul-
tural Landscape Research (ZALF) eV.in Miincheberg, Germany. Par-
ticipants are researchers from the institute of socio-economics
and the institute of land use systems. Their different backgrounds,
expertise, and perspectives form the basis for the interdisciplinary
approach of INNSULA.

Thisis the INNSULA team:

Annette Piorr, Dr. agr., coordination, focus on
urban agriculture and policies (apiorr@zalf.de)

Ina Hartmann, Dipl. Geographer, focus.on urban
agriculture and innovation (ina.hartmann@zalf.de)

Regine Berges, Dipl. Geo-ecologist, focus on urban
agriculture and sustainability (regine.berges@zalf.de)

Claudia Henneberg, Dr. agr., Online Knowledge
Collection Urban Agriculture (chenneberg@zalf.de)

Thomas Krikser, Political scientist, Dipl. Politologe, focus on
urban agriculture and sociology (thomas.krikser@zalf.de)

Contact:
Leibniz-Centre for Agricultural Landscape Research
Eberswalder Str. 84, 15374 Muincheberg

w www.innsula.org » 03343282222 © innsula@zalf.de

w

INNSULA is funded from 06/2011 to 05/2014 by the German
Federal Ministry for Education and Research (BMBF) (FKz.16/1623)
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Background and
Research Objectives
of INNSULA

The up-to-dateness and public appreciation for
urban agriculture as well as for its actors is high. Whether
Community gardens, intercultural gardens, roof-top farms,
grow-your-own projects or else: The media attributes
urbangpagriculture projects as innovative contributions
towards sustainable (town-) development. Still, there is a
deficit of related scientific studies and evaluation concepts
in Germany. Accordingly it is essential to improve know-
ledge about conceptual definitions and impacts of such
projects, particularly in order to derive requirements and
potentials of urban agriculture for planning strategies.

As a research project INNSULA aims at identifying:
Which innovation approaches do exist within urban agri-
culture and its community? In how far do specific activi-

ties contri
areas?

o sustainable development of urban

The Analytical
Approach

The analytical framework of INNSULA is based on a
multidimensional typology of urban agriculture in Ger-
many. Beyond its relevance as a scientific instrument for
conceptual definition, the typology is developed and will
be tested as a profiling tool for initiatives and a policy
support: tool for municipalities. Thus, the awareness
regarding policy and funding opportunities and require-
ments can be raised.

INNSULA deals with three main research issues:
= Urban agriculture and innovation

« Urban agriculture and sustainability
« Urban agriculture and policy

Primarily qualitative research methods are applied.
In addition to literature survey, expert interviews are con-
ducted in Germany, the USA, Canada, UK and Switzerland.
Main primary data source will be an empirical survey
based on in-depth interviews of urban agriculture initia-
tive and their actors within 10 German cities.

Cooperation with
the Active Community

Cornerstone of INNSULA is the cooperation with
the different actors of urban agriculture: practitioners,
activists, administration, and research. - Thus, know-
ledge is crucial for effective collaboration: what are the
activities of urban agriculture in different towns, who
are the initiatives and active gardeners, who the per-
sons who trigger innovation, who are contact persons
and decision makers within the local administration?
Also constructive exchange between researchers in this
field is aimed at.

Therefore;and beyond providing only the database for
INNSULA research, a comprehensive online knowledge
collection on.urban agriculture is developed. It is acces-
sible to'the interested public and is a common activity
of an editorial team of stakeholders of urban agri-
culture in Germany, providing the opportunity for inter-
nal networking, cooperation and exchange.



